
eath Ledger passed away 
earlier this week (January 22nd, 
2008). The aspiring and 

accomplished young actor was found 
dead in his apartment at the age of 28. 

It’s always shocking when these kinds of 
things happen. Here’s a young man who 
seemingly has it all going for him. He 
was a leading man in Hollywood, his 
career was just beginning to flourish 
with some more mature roles, he had a 
daughter whom by all accounts he 
adored, he was constantly dating a 
beautiful model or actress. To top it all 
off, he had just wrapped up filming his 
role as The Joker in one of 2008’s most 
anticipated blockbusters, The Dark 
Knight !July 18th, 2008". 

I won’t speculate here on whether his 
death was a suicide or not, as the official 
word has yet to be released on this 
matter. However, the fact remains that 
he was found with several hardcore 
prescription medications around him. 
Medications for anxiety, depression, 
sleep aids, and pain killers. Whether his 

death was a suicide or not, you can’t 
deny the fact that his life was 
undoubtedly troubled.

Things like this never seem to make 
much sense. Why would someone so 
successful need all of this to cope with 
their life?

If anything nothing else, these stories 
serve as a reminder that we are all 
broken people. We all have an innate 
desire for something more. Blaise 
Pascal said it like this: ÒThere is a 

God shaped vacuum in the heart 
of every person, and it can never 
be Þlled by any created thingÓ. A 
God shaped hole... one that can’t be 
filled with money, fame, relationships, 
or anything else that we attempt to 
cling to on this earth. The longing you 
and I feel inside is the same as the one 
the stars in Hollywood feel. It’s a 
longing that can only be satisfied 
through a relationship with our 
Creator.

By: Luke Dooley# 1/24/2008
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Media Central

 The Broken Condit ion:  Longing For More

H

27 Dresses (Movie)

"Always a bridesmaid, never a bride." It's 
the typical Hollywood romantic-comedy 
formula we've seen a million times:  girl 
secretly loves boy, but when you add in her 
hot sister it always equals trouble. Jane  
(Katherine Heigl, Grey's Anatomy) is the best 
friend a bride could ever have – she orders 
the cake, picks up the invitations and 
arranges the bridal showers.  It's no wonder 
she's been in 27 weddings (and has the 27 
hideous dresses to prove it)! Even with all her 
wedding experience she still has never 
managed to walk down the aisle herself. All 
hopes of a happy ending seem over for Jane 
when her sister Tess  comes into town and 
catches the eye of Jane's boss.  Her sister 
becomes engaged to the man Jane is in love 
with, and now always-reliable Jane must plan 
their wedding while hiding her heartbreak. 
Finally, add Kevin  (James Marsden, 
Hairspray), the cocky wedding reporter, 
whose irresistible charm Jane keeps trying to 
avoid. Happily ever after may not be so far 
away after all…

 Despite the movie’s predictability, its cast has 
just enough charm to make you forget that 
you already know the ending. All but the most 
cynical should leave the theatre feeling 
hopeful.  With Valentine's Day just around the 
corner it's the perfect date movie or good for 
a night with the girls. It has a PG-13 rating  for 
some sexuality.

AllieÕs Oscar Predicitons

Best Picture: Atonement
Best Direction: Joel & Ethan Coen (No Country 
for Old Men)
Best Actor: Daniel Day Lewis (There will be 
Blood)
Best Actress: Ellen Page  (Juno)

THE

EDITION

Allie Dammarell shares her thoughts on the 
current hollywood buzz, movie reviews & 
more.
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“I told the students at 10:10 last 
Sunday that they were boring 
and I didn’t want to hang out 
with JUST them at the Super 
Bowl Party. Obviously I was 
kidding... I was encouraging 
them to bring their friends to 
the party. I hope you are doing 
the same!”

Luke Dooley
Pastor of Student Ministries

luke@cincyjourney.org         513.593.1510

Upcoming Events. . .  donÕt miss out!

What

When

Where

Cost & 
Other 
Key 
Info

Super Bowl 

Party*

Tube & Ski 

Trip*

Small Group 

Kicko$  Week*

Sunday, Feb. 3rd

5:30 - End of Game

February 8th-9th

LEHS @ 6 pm

February 10th-16th

Luke and Jen’s 
Home

Perfect North 

Ski Slopes

Small Group 

Host Homes

FREE! Bring a 2 
Liter of soda 

(and a friend)

Ski: $52 + food

Tube: $25-$35 + food

Date/Location 
Details handed out 
at 10:10. 

*More details will be shared about each of these events in the coming weeks at 10:10 
and through e-mail. We communicate frequently via e-mail. If you don’t typically 
receive e-mails concerning BSM please contact Luke Dooley and request to be 
added to the mailing list.

Vicarious Rehab: Finding Teaching Moments in the Chaos of Celebrity Life
We watch their movies, listen to to their 
music, and Tivo their hit TV Shows. Who 
are these people that we let invade our 
lives on such a consistent basis? 

They are celebrities, and they are the ones 
your student often looks to for advice on: 
fashion, dating, lifestyle, and pretty much 
anything else important to a teenager. 
Without any direct connection to these 
celebrities, a teenager can base entire 
segments of their lives on the decisions 
they make and the trends they create. 

This would all be great if celebrities 
routinely made good decisions, laying out 
paths that were healthy and God 
honoring... NEWS FLASH... That’s not 
exactly the case! Unfortunately the 
majority of those beautiful people on the 
west coast operate under a far different set 
of standards and values than the average 
parent desires for their teenager. 

So the question for parents becomes: What 
to do when your student’s favorite actor, 

actress or musical artis! do things that could 
potentially lead your impressionable Junior 
or Senior Higher down a road marked with 
greed, selfishness, and rehab?

I think the answer is to talk about it. Far 
too often we see these stories of  broken 
lives laid out in the pages of magazines , 
or played out on the E! Channel , and 
never give much of a thought to the reality 
behind the story. You see, somewhere 
buried deep inside that mess is a person. 
Very often a young person not too far 
removed from their own teenage years. 
There is no better opportunity to speak 
about decision making with your student 
than during one of these celebrity 
“malfunctions”.

The next Britney  or Lindsay  fall off the 
wagon, or when you sit down to take in the 
most recent episode of Celebrity Rehab  
with your teen, take a moment to have a 
serious conversation with them. Discuss 
the path that the life of the famous person 

has taken. Ask your student if you think 
they planned things that way. Talk about 
the importance of making Godly choices, 
hanging with the right crowd, and not 
caving to peer pressure.

Even if your student isn’t facing 
tremendous pressure in these areas right 
now, I think there are two big takeaways 
any time you have these types of 
conversations. 1." You can prepare your 
student for future struggles 2." You can 
encourage them to choose their role 
models wisely. 

Never underestimate your student. Teens 
crave this type of conversation on a core 
level. Ignoring these stories means ignoring 
what is going on in their world. Don’t 
deprive them, or yourself of this 
potentially awesome teaching moment!

By: Luke Dooley## 1/28/2008
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