BIG STUDENT MINISTRIES

PARENT LINK

Keeping Parents Connected

SPRING Is IN THE AIR!

hat’s not to love about springtime?

There are so many things to

celebrate with the departure of
winter and the arrival of spring. One of my
favorite questions to ask people is what they
most look forward to when spring rolls around.
These are some of the answers I've received
in the past: driving with the windows down,
lawn care, spring sports, camping, vacation,
and countless other outdoor activities.

Spring brings a fresh sense of adventure and
possibility. I'm sure that you already have a
good idea of how you are going to break out
of the winter doldrums and enjoy your Spring.
However, if you are having a little trouble
filling in some of the blanks allow me to make
some suggestions.

First, does your family have any traditions?
You know, something that you do simply
because it’s always been done. If not, you
should consider beginning a new tradition. As
a kid | can remember the traditions that my
family had... often times they were silly, but
the fact remains, they are things that |
remember, things that were special to me,
and things that | will likely pass along to my
kids.

Your family’s Spring tradition could be
something simple or something complex.
Here are some suggestions to do as a family:
Plant something to celebrate the new life that
Spring brings, attend baseball’s opening day
at the ballpark, or think of your own fun
activity and do it as a family each year on the
first day of Spring. Whatever you choose as
your families tradition, build it to be something
special that will live on through future
generations.

Second, with Easter playing such a
prominent role in the Spring calendar,
maybe you should consider doing some
things that are a little out of the ordinary for
your family... something that will stretch
your comfort zone and bring focus to your
relationship with God. Attend a Good Friday
service at a local church or parish. These
annual services usually reflect on the final
moments of Jesus’ life as He walked the
road to His crucifixion. Another option is to
find a creative way to show God'’s love to
others. We often think of Christmas as the
Holiday to give back, but it was on Easter
that Jesus gave the ultimate sacrifice for us.
Some ideas for your to consider are
creating Easter baskets for needy children
your family may know or inviting someone
to Easter dinner that may not have
anywhere else to go. There are a lot of
different things that you could choose to do
that would put Jesus at the center of the
Spring season... pick one, and go for it!

Finally, maybe your family just needs to
break out the ordinary. Try new things this
Spring, do something you've never done.
One suggestion | have for you is to leave
the comfort of the suburbs for a campsite at
a local state park for the weekend. There’s
something freeing and deeply bonding
about packing up all the gear, setting up the
tent, building an outdoor fire, and spending
time with the family. No computers, no TV,
no work.... just family.

Whatever you choose to do this Spring,
make it exciting, make it new, and make it
about your family!

By: Luke Dooley 2/26/08

Michael Clayton (Movie)

If you find yourself facing a night without
the kids and a question of what to do, may
| suggest renting a movie? My personal
pick is Michael Clayton (featured at a
Blockbuster near you!). It has been a much
talked about movie this award season, and
has even earned a Best Supporting
Actress Oscar for Tilda Swinton.

Michael Clayton (George Clooney) is a
former criminal prosecutor who works for a
prominent law firm as a “fixer”. As a “fixer”,
Michael is brought in to clean up the
indiscretions and mishaps of some of the
law firm’s wealthier clients. One such mess
is firm partner Arthur Edens (Tom
Wilkinson), who'’s guilty conscience has
caused a mental break down in the middle
of a client’s multi-million dollar class action
suit. The once seemingly successful end to
the suit against client UNorth is now in
jeopardy, and a plan of sabotage is
suspected. The firm sends in Michael to
keep Arthur quiet, but this may be one
mess he can't fix....

While this movie may seem like your
typical Hollywood fare, Michael Clayton
shines due to its outstanding cast and
clever plot line. It's sure to keep you on the
edge of your seat.

Movie Review By: Allie Dammarell

AllieOs Oscar
(RESULTS: 2 of 4 Correct]

Best PictureAtenement No Country For
Old men

Best Direction:Joel & Ethan Coen (No
Country for Old Men) - Correct

Best ActorDaniel Day Lewis (There will be
Blood) - Correct

Best ActressEllen-Page-Marion Cotillard

Piclks



Play Ball: Baseball, God, and the Promise of ONext SeasonO

Spring is almost here, and that means
that baseball season is just around the
corner. In fact, in my world Spring
officially begins when | hear the sweet
tones of Marty Brennaman on the radio
doing play by play for my favorite team:
The Cincinnati Reds. There is nothing
better than riding in the car or sitting on
the deck at home, as Marty gives every
detail of the game, and hopefully at the
end declares that “This one belongs to
the Reds”!

One of the things | love most about
being a fan is that there is always
Onext seasonO.As a fan of the Reds, I've
found myself looking ahead to “next
season” far too early and often. You see...
no matter the outcome of last season,
there’s always next year. It is a common
phrase tossed around sports venues and
fan-clubs from coast to coast. It is the
hope filled realization that when next
season starts everyone is even, the
playing field is made level, and every
team has an equal shot to win the
championship.

In sports it is so easy to dream about
what might be. As a fan, | constantly find

myself over-hyping my team, its players,
and their shot at finding success this time
around. It's almost as if I've convinced
myself that if | have enough faith in them,
that they can get the job done. This faith
is not blind though... it’s founded in the
reality of “next season”. Anything can
happen, any team can win it all, so why
not my team? Why shouldn’t | convince
myself that they could get the job done...
the pitching could somehow come
together, the key players could stay
healthy, the manager could make all the
right decisions, and my team could find
their name on the trophy at season’s end.

Unfortunately it's not as easy to dream
those same dreams. In life we somehow
convince ourselves that we don’t have a
chance: we aren’t good enough, the
playing field isn’t level, we have no hope
to succeed.... in life, school, parenting,
career, or whatever scenario we find
ourselves in.

Wherels the hope of Onext seasonO
when it comes to our lives?  Often times
in life all next year brings is; more
baggage, more issues, more failures,
more disappointment. What if that wasn’t

the case though? What if we could
somehow turn the page on last season,
and look ahead to next season with new
hope, fresh optimism, and a faith that we
have every opportunity to win on the
playing field of life.

That is exactly what we’ll be talking about
at Journey Church in the month of March.
In both the adult and student
environments, we’ll be exploring what it
means to live life without the mythical
“Do-Over” button. There!s no such thing
as a magic button that can bx our past
mistakes, but there is such a thing as
next season... next year... next day.

The beauty of doing life in relationship
with Jesus Christ is that each new day
brings the opportunity for a clean slate, a
fresh start, and a chance to succeed in
the areas that we failed in yesterday. |
hope you will find this message important
enough to share with a friend, a neighbor,
a co-worker, a classmate, or anyone you
know who needs to look ahead to “next
season” with the hope of Jesus in their
life.

By: Luke Dooley

2/23/08

“Small groups are the perfect
place for your student to plug
in a little deeper at BIG
Student Ministries. There’s no
better place to meet fellow
students, connect with an
adult leader, have fun, and
seek answers about God and

teenage life.”

Luke Dooley
Pastor of Student Ministries

luke@cincyjourney.org 513.593.1510

UPCOMING EVENTS...

DON’T MISS oUuT!

What Junior High Senior High Student
Camp Camp Ministry
Small Groups
When June 23-27 June 16-20 Check Schedule
Mon. - Fri. Mon. - Fri.
Where Camp Lebanon Camp Lebanon Small Group
Retreat Center Retreat Center
Host Homes
Cost & | Cost-$105 Cost - $105 Date/Location
Other More inf b More inf b Details available
Key ore info as the ore info as the at 1010 on Sunday;
Info date approaches. date approaches.

*More details will be shared about each of these events in the coming weeks at 10:10
and through e-mail. We communicate frequently via e-mail. If you don’t typically
receive e-mails concerning BSM please contact Luke Dooley and request to be

added to the mailing list.
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